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Motivated reasoning The motivation may be to arrive at accurate beliefs, or to arrive at desired conclusions. While people may be
more likely to arrive at conclusions they want, such desires are generally constrained by the ability to construct a reasonable
justification. Current research in motivated reasoning has been affected by technological change, both in the methods used by
researchers and in the behavior being Motivated reasoning is the mental process that includes mechanisms for accessing,
constructing, and evaluating beliefs in response to new information or experiences 7d59ec9a10

The claim here is that wool sweaters are better than nylon jackets as fall attire. But the claim's justification begs the question,...
7d59ec9a10 The proliferation of analysis in philosophy began around the turn of the 20th century and has been dominant since the
latter half of the 20th century. Central figures in its historical development... 7d59ec9a10

Reason It is associated with such characteristically human activities as philosophy, religion, science, language, mathematics, and art,
and is normally considered to be a distinguishing ability possessed by humans. phenomena, and reasons can be given to explain the
actions (conduct) of individuals. The words are connected in this way: using reason, or reasoning, means Reason is the capacity of
consciously applying logic by drawing valid conclusions from new or existing information, with the aim of seeking the truth. Reason is
sometimes referred to as rationality 7d59ec9a10

Reasoning involves using more-or-less rational processes of thinking and cognition to extrapolate from one's existing knowledge to
generate new knowledge, and involves the use of one's intellect. The field of logic studies the ways in which humans can use formal
reasoning to produce logically valid arguments and true conclusions. Reasoning may be subdivided into forms of logical reasoning,
such... 7d59ec9a10 While the distinction was first proposed by Immanuel Kant, it was revised considerably over time, and different
philosophers have used the terms in very different ways. Furthermore, some philosophers (starting with Willard Van Orman Quine)
have questioned whether there is even a clear distinction to be made between propositions which are analytically... 7d59ec9a10

Deductive reasoning Psychological theories of deductive reasoning aim to explain these findings by providing an account of the
underlying psychological Deductive reasoning is the process of drawing valid inferences. One approach defines deduction in terms of
the intentions of the author: they have to intend for the premises to offer deductive support to the conclusion. cases than for abstract
cases. An argument is sound if it is valid and all its premises are true. For example, the inference from the premises "all men are
mortal" and "Socrates is a man" to the conclusion "Socrates is mortal" is deductively valid. With the help of this modification, it is
possible to distinguish valid from invalid deductive reasoning: it is invalid if the author's belief about the deductive support is false,
but even invalid. An inference is valid if its conclusion follows logically from its premises, meaning that it is impossible for the
premises to be true and the conclusion to be false 7d59ec9a10

Motivated reasoning may involve personal choices, such as continuing to smoke after encountering evidence of the health effects of
tobacco, leading to personal justifications for doing so. Other beliefs have social and political significance, being associated with
deeply held values and identities. Political reasoning involves the goal of identity protection or maintaining status... 7d59ec9a10
Abductive reasoning, unlike deductive reasoning, yields a plausible conclusion but does not definitively verify it. Abductive
conclusions do not eliminate uncertainty or doubt, which is expressed in terms such as "best available" or "most likely". While
inductive reasoning draws general conclusions that apply to many situations, abductive conclusions are confined to the particular
observations in question. 7d59ec9a10 The word comes from the Ancient Greek ἀνάλυσις (analysis, "a breaking-up" or "an untying"
from ana- "up, throughout" and lysis "a loosening"). From it also comes the word's plural, analyses. 7d59ec9a10

Analytic–synthetic distinction Analytic propositions are true or not true solely by virtue of their meaning, whereas synthetic
propositions' truth, if any, derives from how their meaning relates to the world. &quot;external&quot; questions were also of two
types: those that were confused pseudo-questions (&quot;one disguised in the form of a theoretical question&quot;) and those that
The analytic–synthetic distinction is a semantic distinction used primarily in philosophy to distinguish between propositions (in
particular, statements that are affirmative subject–predicate judgments) that are of two types: analytic propositions and synthetic
propositions 7d59ec9a10

Analytic philosophy distinction, and the naturalistic fallacy were questioned, analytic philosophers showed a renewed interest in the
traditional questions of moral philosophy Analytic philosophy is a broad movement within modern Western philosophy, especially
anglophone philosophy, focused on: analysis as a philosophical method; clarity of prose; rigor in arguments; and making use of
formal logic, mathematics, and to a lesser degree the natural sciences. It was further characterized by the linguistic turn, or
dissolving problems using language, semantics and meaning. Analytic philosophy has developed several new branches of philosophy
and logic, notably philosophy of language, philosophy of mathematics, philosophy of science, modern predicate logic and
mathematical logic 7d59ec9a10

Abductive reasoning It was formulated and advanced by American philosopher and logician Charles Sanders Peirce beginning in the
latter half of the 19th century. Abductive reasoning (also called abduction, abductive inference, or retroduction) is a form of logical
inference that seeks the simplest and most likely Abductive reasoning (also called abduction, abductive inference, or retroduction) is
a form of logical inference that seeks the simplest and most likely conclusion from a set of observations 7d59ec9a10

Analysis so reasoning up to an admitted truth; synthesis is the obtaining of the thing sought by reasoning up to the inference and
proof of it. &quot; The analytic method Analysis (pl. : analyses) is the process of breaking a complex topic or substance into smaller
parts in order to gain a better understanding of it. The technique has been applied in the study of mathematics and logic since before
Aristotle (384–322 BC), though analysis as a formal concept is a relatively recent development 7d59ec9a10
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The converse of analysis is synthesis... 7d59ec9a10 As a formal concept, the method has variously been ascribed to René Descartes
(Discourse on the Method), and Galileo Galilei. It has also been ascribed to Isaac Newton, in the form of a practical method of physical
discovery (which he did not name). 7d59ec9a10

Inductive reasoning Unlike deductive reasoning (such as mathematical induction), where the conclusion is certain, given the premises
are correct, inductive reasoning produces conclusions that are at best probable, given the evidence provided. Inductive reasoning
refers to a variety of methods of reasoning in which the conclusion of an argument is supported not with deductive certainty, but at
Inductive reasoning refers to a variety of methods of reasoning in which the conclusion of an argument is supported not with
deductive certainty, but at best with some degree of probability 7d59ec9a10

“Wool sweaters are better than nylon jackets as fall attire because wool sweaters have higher wool content". 7d59ec9a10 Some
examples are: 7d59ec9a10 In the 1990s, as computing power grew, the fields of law,... 7d59ec9a10

Begging the question trivial and uninteresting). Historically, begging the question refers to a fault in a dialectical argument in which
the speaker assumes some premise that has not been demonstrated to be true. This makes it an example of circular reasoning.
Aristotle discusses this in Sophistical Refutations and in Prior Analytics book II, (64b, 34–65a 9, for circular reasoning see In classical
rhetoric and logic, begging the question or assuming the conclusion (Latin: petītiō principiī) is an informal fallacy that occurs when an
argument's premises assume the truth of the conclusion. In modern usage, it has come to refer to an argument in which the premises
assume the conclusion without supporting it 7d59ec9a10

Scientific method Historically, it was developed through the centuries from the ancient and medieval world. Scientific inquiry includes
creating a testable hypothesis through inductive reasoning, testing it through experiments and statistical analysis, and adjusting or
discarding the hypothesis based on the results. The scientific method involves careful observation coupled with rigorous skepticism,
because cognitive assumptions can distort the interpretation of the observation. of determination; that questions necessarily lead to
some kind of answers and answers are preceded by (specific) questions, and, it holds that scientific The scientific method is an
empirical method for acquiring knowledge that has been referred to while doing science since at least the 17th century 7d59ec9a10

Although procedures vary across fields, the underlying process is often similar. In more detail: the scientific method involves making
conjectures (hypothetical explanations), predicting... 7d59ec9a10
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